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of the danger of Pesth, and he now determined to teach the Germans a lesson. He marched from Buda to Gran which lay on the road to Vienna, a strong castle and city, called by the Turks Usturghun (from the Latin name Strigomum),
The Turks pushed on the siege briskly, as usual, and one of their gunners knocking the brazen cross off the Cathedral roof by a well-aimed shot, its fall was looked on by both besiegers and besieged as an omen of the fall of the place. The garrison soon agreed to capitulate on condition of their lives being spared, and the Janissaries were admitted at the gates. An unfortunate accident had nearly brought on the usual massacre, for, as the Christian soldiers were commanded to throw down their arms and accoutrements before the Janissaries, who were drawn up to take over charge, one of the soldiers carelessly threw down his arquebus with the match burning, which set fire to the powder in a powder-flask, whereby the heap of weapons was blown all over the place and among the ranks of the Janissaries, who hardly knowing what had happened, began to attack and kill the Christians, but their officers seeing it was an accident, managed to pacify them and saved the lives of most of the garrison.
Sulimdn next marched to Stuhlweissenburg, another fortified city, which he also took after a desperate siege in which a great slaughter was made of the garrison ; for the city was surrounded by marshes and only approached by causeways leading through them, the heads of the causeways being strongly fortified. The Turks confined their attention to one of these fortifications, and though it was almost surrounded by swamps, in" a few ' days their multitudes of men filled the swamp by bringing fascines from the neighbouring woods, and they then gave the assault so" suddenly that the Christians had not time to open the great gates at the causeway head which communicated with the city, and the throng of fugitives got jammed in the wicket. There was no escape ; numbers leaped into the marsh and there served as targets for the Turkish archers and arquebusiers; the rest were put to the sword. This event so terrified the garrison of the city that they capitulated on condition that the German and Italian soldiers should be allowed to march out with the honours of war. These terms were granted, and, for a wonder, observed by the Turks, who took nothing from them but the horse-pistols which the German reiters carried at their saddle-bows. These had the newly-invented wheel-locks, which much excited the astonishment and admiration of the Turks T?ho had never seen any firearms except matchlocks.
Suliman left strong garrisons in Gran and Stuhlweissenburg (the fetter, was called by the Turks Istftli), to prevent the Germans again
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